R(I:VER CAMTI 2009

omments from the “\/ision | ree”
September 17,2009
(alifornia |sland, Missouri River mile 1 7

Ohn a beautiful nig}ﬂt in September, Missouri River Relief hosted a group of our sponsors, partners

and friends for a canc”e]ight banquet on sanclg (alifornia |sland on the Missouri Kiver. At each E!ace

setting, visitors were invited to write or draw their vision for the Missouri River. They later l’\ung t

cse

from a driftwood sculp’cure we called the Vision | ree. J hisis a compi]ation of the tl'xouglnts t}ﬂeg shared:

"9 wish the jow/ work of Missouri Rjver Qeﬁ'ef will
continue to ﬁe/p clean u/a the river and work with kids, 9
would also like to see the B@ Mu/@ revert to a more

naturalstats,”
"To be clean for all fo enjoy”

"2 River/ Wetland/ Rottomland Forest habitat
restoration for ﬁea/f@ ﬁ/&mfy & animals, Rﬂ#nuiﬂomfe

conservation opporfun@ area teams., "

"Miraculous, Immacalate, Sevene, Soulful, Outrageous,

Unbelievable, Restful, Inviting"
7\@ vision is for River Rﬁﬁef fo ériy fa/& foyefﬁer

to raise awareness ahout the river an im/wove issues

such as water pa//ofﬁon due to aym’cuﬁ‘mﬂe runoff &
/)ﬁm'maceuﬁm[v, en&/mryemﬁ/ Jpeciej', ﬁyﬁeriey, water use,
ﬁﬁ"inﬁi@ water, climate cﬁmye, pué/ic lond, ][/00/ control,

conservation, etc. Amen, Love you River Qeﬁef/ {

7\/{7 vision is to teach m

"That émyey & ﬁﬂeiﬂﬁf hoats
will once @m‘n run on the JESON =
Missouri River - No Dams!” PNE S

o

”7<eep the Missouri River in

as natural a state as /9053‘1‘ hie, "

"2 big bhrown muddy river
ﬁ/ﬁ}/fw'l% élﬂyﬁf@ coloved

canoes &K é@a@' X /150/9/6,
But not too many. f

children to contribute to the
eﬁ[om‘yyou all ogam’ze fo kee/?
the Missouri Rjver clean, 9
want my children fo en 'oy it
as much as we do as £ ey ﬂef
older, 9 thank you guys ﬁw
the work you do to make this
ﬁap/)en/ :

"The river ﬁm'ﬂiuen us all she
can its time for us to ﬂiue back
to her. 9 wish all would know

"That it maintains its mg’eyﬁc

natural émo@, £

"My wish for the Missouri River is that it is unpo//ufea(
teeming with mercury free fish, lots of, ﬁvﬁinj, canoeing,
wafeeronf /,W@' in every city, and. fﬁm;’ﬁeo le become
more aware to ap/meciafe & J‘M/J/JOl"fﬂ ealthy river, "

"Ten thousand, peo/,'/e at an event like this, 9m¢gine the
paﬁ'ﬁm/ clout!"

the rejpecfxﬁe deserves, The
world will be a better ﬁ/ace when we 4y our rex/yecf to the

river. "
"Flow free and ﬁea/f@ for all to enjoy!”

") hope to educate & encourage as many peo/J/e as

(10857 e to explore & learn MZuf this resource, ?\/fy vision
is that it will one /ﬂy be seen @ all as an infsym/ resource
for our childven's education, "




"2 free ‘F/owiry interconnected waterway brin ing
foyel‘ﬁer communities with their natural world, "

"2 viver connected to its f/oo;?o/m’n in many locations,
creating /mwﬁ' of habitat for wildlife, all ozyanizaﬁom'
and. @enciey war@'ry n ﬁarma@ to reac ﬂoaﬁ' of
restoration, an inferested, ery@eﬁ/ and educated, ﬁuéﬁc

working in ﬁarmory fo mppam‘ the Missouri Rjver's
wildlite, recreation and health,”

"9 wish that anyone that has ever heard the sound of my
voice would have the 0/)/)0rfum' to have a "moment” on
the Missouri River. .. A moment to have one's breath
cmyﬁf, .. by the éem? and magic 0][ the river. .. 4
moment to Ze thankful for that éZm@, .. A moment to
be thankful to those incredible ﬁeop@ who care for her. . "

"9 cherish op ortunities like

" Love it back to ﬁfe :

"To serve the mullitudes with all its aﬁ[e;ﬂinjy until the end
of time"

"Missouri—the one state of the union with the most
Bg River” miles of any state, At this ime, with a
perﬂ'cl‘yz‘orm in the economy & the historic steamboats
in harhors unable to survive this £conomy, et Missouri
create its Big River State Park, .. é@ these abandoned
historic ﬂe]fi: Queens, Julia Relle Swain, ete. and with
the spirits of John Hartford, Bob Dyer, efc. create a
cross-state Missouri & M}J'iﬂ'i/)/)i River State Cark,
ahoard those historic pm///ewﬁeeﬁ'. . visiting towns ﬂ/ﬂ@
the way with musicians, river brains & artists of all kinds,
sharing in this most im/yimfiona[ of all enerqy flows in the
middle of North America, We need f/oaﬁ@ theatre fo

take our music and stories out on the

fﬁeye——nfg f (% /ayy} when 9'm
on the banks of the river meetin
old friends & new, discussing the
river in all ifs j/mﬂ X ifs shame, 9
don't ever see a day when there's
0;}/7 one side to the story s0 9
always hope for opfoortunities such
as fﬁg wﬁfn folks /[Z)m all sides

of the river can came f(yefﬁer fo
celelbrate the river in its raw j/o;y, ”

”%mma@: to give more of m
time to Missouri Rjver Rﬂﬁ‘e/
ﬁfyanizaﬁona@: fo Ymea/

the word to those of alter-socio-
economic levels without the
oﬁﬁorﬂm@ to rejfecf our ﬁ/eep X

muddy resource,”

"Cloan, fun & e@’oyaé[e for

everyone !

"My vision for the Missouri River
is that it will be loved @ more

ﬁeaﬁ@ i

water, ém’nﬂ ﬁeo/)/e to the river and
on it - it can be part of that state

pm%/ J

|| "9 wish for a clean eco-system,

J'u@'ecf to natural flows, that
|| supports a variety of historical
habitats and species.”

"profecﬁnﬂ a sustainable resource

for all peaple”

"An unchanmelized river, a
™ national, /Jm% in a linear mode ala
Rruce Rabhitt's vision”

' "9'd love to see the river as wild as
poxyiMe, Allowed to cﬁmye, }%o&[
WY move & live. What a beautiful
wild corvidor, "

"Peaceful. Quiet. Listen to the
silence.”

"Sandbars, Lots of sandbars”




"We need a Missouri Riueréeepen i

"To Kee/y the river(s) clean, éeauﬁfu/ and in balance, To
éri@ awareness of the nafum(gi]%' around us to the folks

"That we vealize its full recreational and restoration
pofenﬁﬂ/' )

"To be clean and’ fun for the /méﬁc, and our jmn/ kids"

in our communities, "

A ﬁaéifafsyyfem é{g enough and
com/;/e)( enmgﬁ to sustain Zeﬁ/f@
/ro/m/aﬁom' and wildlife, fish &

[ ants, Knowinﬂ that peo/a[e are
fart of that matrix"

"Fach river town should showcease
their cultural ﬁeriz‘aye, educate

A nm‘um@ funcﬁoninﬂ, self-
sustaining, diverse river with
engadge peoﬁ/e and ﬁeaﬁ‘@

ofs 4
communities

"A émufiﬂf/ natural world; clean,
loved & a /ouinj@ ufilized river”

"Growing up near the confluence

their young /reo/;/e and encourage
and work with other communities to encompass the river
and all its amazing features,”

"The Wluﬁ/lj’ji"b’ﬁf”

"Restoration of the spring rise; a veconnection of the river

to its f/oa/p/m’n y

"First off - Wow, j;ﬂeﬂfj’oé! 9am a fish éioﬁyiyf for
the Missouri Department of Conservation & appreciate
Yyour efforts! My fam@ loves to ﬁe//; with c/eamu/,u' on
the ﬂy MM/@. 9 would like to see the Missouri River

re~meander and become braided. again, %

of the mgﬁ@ Mississippi & the
Big Mu/@, 9 was aﬁ(/@y fmyﬁf to e scaved of these
great rivers, The first time 9 ot in & canoe on fﬁiyjreaf
river, it was awesome, 9 ﬁope everyone could ex/;eﬁence
such an awesome transformation, and lose their fear!”

*Natural awareness of the viver and its value as a
vecreational resource,”

"4 p/ace for herons to stalk, .. an/ey to soar & dive. ..
Catfish to stir the mud... Leaves o fall & dvift. .. And
kids to ﬁﬁ'p their toes in the water, "
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