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Our October 7, 2006, clean-up at La Benite Park in Sugar Creek, Mo.,  
marked our fourth clean-up effort in the Kansas City area. During that 
time, we have developed a vast network of friends and allies. Our Kansas 
City events are always more than a clean-up. They are the meeting of a 
growing tribe of river advocates from across the state.

Encompassing 13 miles of river, this clean-up was our first time to focus 
on the stretch downstream of the Blue River, the tributary that drains 
the largest portion of the Kansas City, Mo., metro area. The Missouri River 
navigation season ended early this year. River levels had been dropping 
for a week, exposing some large trash items and making others more 
difficult to get to. 

We targeted several large dumpsites, but most of the clean-up involved 
removing the large amounts of floating debris that is found strewn across 
sandbars and piled up on wing dikes below any metropolitan area. Land-
based crews cleaned the La Benite Park, including its beautiful new 
riverside trail. 

The flotilla of boats shuttling volunteers and hauling trash was one of our 
largest and most diverse ever. Living Lands and Waters, the industrial-
strength clean-up crew of the eastern U.S., brought four plate boats able 
to haul 14 volunteers each. Local engineering firm Burns & McDonnell 
supplied a boat for the first time, and Jackson County, U.S. Fish and Wildlife 
Service, the EPA and Missouri Department of Conservation were all 
represented. MDC debuted their new 16 passenger education tour boat, 
hauling several loads of volunteers downstream to a major trash site.

The day ended with a beautiful sunset and harvest moonrise as our tired crew 
and local friends gathered around a campfire in beautiful La Benite Park.

Sugar Creek Clean-up Sponsors 
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency
Missouri Department of Conservation
Missouri Department of Natural Resources
American Compressed Steel
Anheuser-Busch
Bass Pro Shop
Bayer Crop Science
Black & Veatch
City of Sugar Creek
Harrah’s 
Kansas City Power & Light
MARC 2000
Memco Barge Lines
BP Amoco
U.S. Fish & Wildlife Service
Jackson County
Burns & McDonnell
KCMO Water Services
Little Blue River Watershed Coalition
Platte Land Trust
U.S. Geological Survey
Wyandotte County Conservation District
Cosentino’s Price Chopper
North Central Neighborhood Assoc. 

EVENT
Missouri River Clean-up in Sugar Creek, MO.

La Benite Park, Sugar Creek, MO
October 7

Results snapshot
Total Volunteers: 295 (164 on river)
River Relief Core Crew: 32 
Living Lands & Waters Crew: 5
River Miles: 13 (345-358, both banks)
Tons of Landfill Trash: 6.5 tons
Tons of Scrap Metal: 2.75 tons
Number of Boats: 19 (5 MDC; 1 Jackson County; 3 USFWS; 4 LL&W; 3 
MRR; 2 EPA; 1 Burns & McDonnell)

Organizations providing volunteers: Coca-Cola, Friends of Big Muddy, 
UMKC, Shawnee Mission NW, Chamber of Commerce Centurions, Burns 
& McDonnell, Webelos Den 3, Pack 201, Alligator Cove Stream Team #1876

Partial List of Trash: 
139 large trash bags, 3 refrigerators, 2 chest freezers, 1 bullet-ridden dryer, 
2 propane tanks, 1 ski, 1 bathtub (tagged on MegaScout), 1 coconut, 2 
coolers, dumbbell weight, ornamental iron railroad wheel, truck bedliner, 
½ paddle boat, 1 kitchen-worth of vinyl flooring, 2 BBQ grills...


